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Representation of Good and Evil in “Othello” by Shakespeare
Introduction
Most of the literary works of Shakespeare demonstrate how women play an essential role in the lives of their male protagonists, yet they end up suffering in the hands of men. In “Othello” Shakespeare uses Desdemona, a righteous, faithful and a loving wife to Othello, to show a perfect woman surrounded by evil and inhuman male characters, who see to her Desdemona’s demise. The author also presents male dominance in society that is associated with abuse and jealousy. This essay elaborates on the role of Desdemona, Othello’s wife, and Iago in the respective representation of good versus evil in society.
Author’s Primary Objectives of Writing This Play “Othello”
Shakespeare intends to educate his audience on how people should live in a community without downing others based on their weaknesses. Essentially, women during Shakespeare’s era faced deprivation of their rights to expression, education, and involvement in suitable occupations (Mann, 380). Therefore, he develops women with strong characters including Desdemona to show that empowered women in the society can have a positive impact on the growth of a community. For instance, he shows how Desdemona helps her husband retain his position in the military by presenting on his behalf before the Senate. He also explains the tragic results of undermining women in society. As such, Othello kills his beloved wife and remains a widower. Othello has also lost a competent lieutenant, Cassio, following lies from Iago.  
Desdemona’s Role
Shakespeare presents Desdemona as a beautiful and kindhearted and righteous woman, which is a perfect representation of the good in a community. In a normal life situation, a person becomes considered reasonable if they forgive quickly and if they are honest and have good intentions on others. in the play, even though Desdemona’s husband is poor and ugly, she remains committed and faithful to him even when he is away fighting for his country (Holmer, 133). She appears to defend her husband against Emilia’s suspicion that Othello attitude was changing towards his wife. Desdemona takes the whole blame, which presents her as selfless and compassionate towards Othello. Desdemona is also very kind to her friend Cassio puts her marriage into jeopardy from which Desdemona cannot recover especially following Iago’s lies over the same.
Love forms the most prominent virtue of humanity and righteousness. Desdemona demonstrates his undying love for her husband from their courtship period to their marriage. For instance, Desdemona witnesses on behalf of her husband in the Venetian senate when Othello could not. She declares her loves for Othello when she pleads with the duke not to send her husband in dangerous wars where she would lose him. Her fear of losing Othello shows love and humanity qualities, which are elements of righteousness in society. Also, Desdemona accompanies her husband to war-wretched Cyprus despite her original place, Venice, being peaceful. This act represents selflessness and commitment to Othello. In the end, Othello kills Desdemona of jealousy build upon Iago’s lies, which represents the death of the one pure person in the play; the triumph of forces of evil over what is genuine.
Iago’s Role 
Shakespeare presents Iago as cunning, selfish and pretentious (Eastwood, 192) to represent how forces of evil enroot and eats up a society. As opposed to a righteous person, an evil person tells lies and is jealous of what they lack. Such people would do anything to achieve their goals, even if it means hurting them. Also, such people may cause suffering to others without gaining anything. In the play, Iago tricks Othello, His master, about her wife having an affair with Cassio in attempt to get Cassio’s position as lieutenant. This false information angers Othello to the point of murdering Desdemona. This act shows the inhumane nature if Iago and his motivation in seeing the demise of his opponents. He utilizes the weaknesses of other people to plan for their downfall and also betrays Othello’s trust (Draper, 726).
 Iago’s evil character is also presented in his insight over Montana to destroy Cassio’s reputation over his alcoholic weakness to Othello.  Eastwood (192) describe this character as the most destructive force in the world. The master manipulator, Iago, also wants to destroy a good relationship between Othello and Desdemona’s father, who is Othello’s superior. One would wonder what the villain would gain from this act. Iago also insults and is disrespectful to his wife, a property that would only be apparent in an evil person. Draper (727) provides an incident in which Iago calls his wife a “villainous whore.” Therefore, Iago does not only present his dark side towards his opponents but to people with whom he is close. In the end, we see Iago continuity and survival even though he has accrued Othello a significant.  
How the Play Relate to a Real-Life Setting
The play is a perfect presentation of a real-life setting in which evil triumphs over what is right in a society, especially in the lives of righteous and kind people. Such people are too naïve to fight for their rights. This property puts them at risk of being manipulated and taken advantage of by others in society. The evil people on the other seems to have a stronger convincing power and manipulative skills, which almost often confer tragic outcomes. As presented in the play, forces of evil are hideous and eat up a society slowly until one cannot recover. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, Shakespeare has brought out the strong properties in an individual that would make the world suitable to live. However, such characters are often net with equally powerful evil elements that deter the prevalence of a coherent environment. The play also depicts how people we consider closest may turn to be evil; thus, one must be careful with whom they trust. Also, it is essential to understand that despite their weak characters, women are equally important in society as men, and their actions must be examined thoroughly before judging them.
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